CALL FOR PAPERS
Writing Evil in Romance Literatures: Ethics, Politics, and Contemporaneity

The problem of evil has always traversed philosophical, religious, ethical, and aesthetic reflection. While philosophy has sought to interrogate its origin, nature, and possibility — from metaphysical and moral evil to political violence and the historical forms of barbarism — literature has made it one of its most enduring fields for investigating the human condition.
Today, this question acquires particular urgency. Wars, genocides, totalitarianisms, colonialisms, inequalities, forms of exclusion and dehumanization, gender-based violence, environmental destruction, new forms of surveillance and control, fundamentalisms, and crises of democracy compel us to rethink not only the experience of evil, but also the ways in which literature represents, interrogates, denounces, or problematizes it.
Rather than reproducing a simple opposition between good and evil, contemporary literary writing tends to confront us with zones of moral ambiguity, limit situations, and characters whose responsibility cannot easily be reduced to stable categories. Evil may appear as an individual act or a collective phenomenon, as the product of particular historical and political structures, as an intimate experience, as everyday violence, or as an apparently banal and normalized reality. It may also take symbolic, mythical, religious, grotesque, ironic, satirical, or dystopian forms.
The present special issue, “Writing Evil in Romance Literatures: Ethics, Politics, and Contemporaneity”, seeks to bring together studies that critically examine figurations of evil in Romance-language literatures, privileging approaches capable of articulating literary analysis with philosophical, ethical, political, historical, and cultural questions. In this way, the special issue aims to explore the diversity of forms through which different literary traditions of the Romance-language world have represented, interrogated, and problematized evil.
Of particular interest is the question of how literature not only represents evil but also constitutes a privileged space for interrogating its causes, its agents, its victims and witnesses, as well as the limits of individual and collective responsibility. What can literature say about evil that other discourses cannot say in the same way? How does literary language render visible and comprehensible — or, conversely, radically incomprehensible — the experience of violence and cruelty? To what extent does narrating evil also entail ethical problems of representation?
The reference to “contemporaneity” should not, in this context, be understood as imposing a rigid chronological boundary. Rather than exclusively designating a delimited historical period, the term identifies a horizon of problems, experiences, and questions that continue to shape our present. Studies of works from earlier periods — particularly the twentieth and twenty-first centuries — will therefore also be relevant whenever they make it possible to reflect on issues whose present-day relevance remains decisive, such as political violence, war, genocide, totalitarianism, colonialism, individual and collective responsibility, memory, trauma, exclusion, or dehumanization. Contemporaneity is thus understood here primarily as a critical condition and a field of inquiry, rather than as a strictly chronological delimitation of the corpus.
Researchers in Romance Literatures, Literary Studies, Comparative Literature, Philosophy, Aesthetics, Ethics, Cultural Studies, and related fields are invited to submit original articles.
Among other possibilities, we particularly welcome work on the following topics:
figurations of evil and violence in literature;
literature and the philosophy of evil;
responsibility, guilt, innocence, and judgment;
victim, perpetrator, accomplice, and witness;
banality, everydayness, and normalization of evil;
evil, power, and institutions;
totalitarianism, authoritarianism, and political violence;
war, genocide, and memory;
faces of war and the symbolic expression of trauma;
colonialism, postcolonialism, and historical forms of violence;
gender-based violence and relations of domination;
religion, theodicy, sin, and the problem of evil;
the body, suffering, and vulnerability;
exclusion, otherness, and dehumanization;
dystopia, catastrophe, and imaginaries of the end;
evil, nature, and ecological crisis;
irony, humour, the grotesque, and representations of evil;
trauma, memory, and postmemory;
ethics of the representation of violence;
language, silence, and unrepresentability;
literature, testimony, and responsibility;
morally ambiguous characters and the crisis of the categories of good and evil;
contemporary forms of resistance to evil.

The special issue will welcome studies focused on a single work or author, as well as comparative and transdisciplinary approaches. Proposals that bring literature into dialogue with philosophy and with thinkers who, in different ways, have problematized evil, violence, responsibility, guilt, and the human condition will also be particularly valued.
Without seeking to establish a closed corpus, the special issue may include studies of works from different Romance-language literatures, across distinct periods and cultural contexts, in order to foster a plural reflection on the aesthetic, ethical, and political forms through which literature thinks evil and addresses our present. Comparative approaches that place these literatures in dialogue with one another or with other literary and cultural traditions will also be welcome — for purely illustrative purposes, in pairings such as Camus and Saramago, Primo Levi and Jorge Semprún, or Saramago and Kafka — provided that a Romance-language corpus remains a central element of the analysis.
Submission
Articles must be original and comply with the editorial guidelines of Revue Romane. All articles will be subject to peer review in accordance with the journal’s editorial procedures.
Submission period: between 1 February and 15 April 2027.
Expected publication: early 2028.
Article length: in accordance with Revue Romane’s editorial guidelines, see: https://benjamins.com/catalog/rro/guidelines.
Languages accepted: Romance languages and English.
Submission of manuscripts: articles must be uploaded, from the outset, through Revue Romane’s Editorial Manager platform: https://www.editorialmanager.com/rro/. Once in the system, select: Special issue: Writing Evil in Romance Literatures.
The submission and peer-review process will take place entirely through this platform, in order to ensure full compliance with the journal’s editorial procedures.
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